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Information and functionality: the added value

● Conceptual framework
● P. Sahle: a digital (not digitized) scholarly edition “cannot be given in 

print without a significant loss of information or functionality”
● D. Kiss: with enough pages, every quantity of information can be 

given in print too
● ...how about functionality?

● Question: what is the added value of a scholarly digital edition (over 
print)? → information / functionality
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Outline

● Markup / annotation
● Added values of a scholarly digital edition

1)Relations
2) Isotopies
3)The social dimension



Markup / annotation
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Raw character data  →    Markup / annotation

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”



Entities on the syntagmatic axis
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Entities

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Internal structures
(<div>)

Entities (syntagmatic)

Sibling paragraphs
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Entities Syntactic structures 
(treebanks)

Head

Entities (syntagmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”
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Virgilius in VIII: «et licito tandem sermone fruuntur»

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Entities Metatext
(commentaries, citations)

Entities (syntagmatic)

Prisc. Ars 11.20.2
→ Verg. Aen. 8.469

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”
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Entities



Beyond the “Text”



30 May 2022P. Monella, Information and functionalities

id est ἀμετάβατον   |    sine transitu
Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Paratext
(glosses)

Beyond the “Text”

Glossa (Par. Lat. 7502,
Priscian’s Ars gramm. 11.8.3)
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Fert animus causas  | In nova fert animus
Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Intertextual
references

Beyond the “Text”

Luc. Phars. 1.67 → Ov. Met. 1.1
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et ius comitium  | et ius comitum

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Versions
(philology)

Beyond the “Text”

Caes. BC 1.3.3: μ vs ν
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et ius comitium

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Text / document
(2D space)

Beyond the “Text”
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Entities



Entities on the paradigmatic axis
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Entities Tokens / lemmas
(lexical system)

incolo
incolatus

incolor

Entities (paradigmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Tokens / morphology
(linguistic system)subj.

indic.

imperat.

Entities (paradigmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Entities Stylistic features
(or any form of analytic 

annotation)archaic
colloq.

vulgar

Entities (paradigmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Helmslev’s 
“Analysis”
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Belgae

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   Galli

Entities (paradigmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Aquitani
LOD/NER

Linked Open Data /
Named Entities Recognition

(people, places)
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Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   

Graphemes
(allographs, abbreviations...)

τ
√

Entities (paradigmatic)

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani
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Entities



Relations



1st added value: Relations



Relations: what do we do with them? → Visualization



Relations visualization → Layers

EVT

Diplomatic transcription
Interpretative transcription



Relations visualization → Metatext

Perseids

Source: 
http://www.cs.unibo.it/dh-

case/pdf/Berti.pdf, slide 19



Relations visualization → Paratext

St Gall Priscian Glosses v2.0

Source: 
http://www.stgallpriscian.ie/inde

x.php?bb=11 



Relations visualization → Synoptic editions

EVT

Transcriptions, synoptic view



Relations visualization → Facsimiles

EVT

Transcriptions / facsimiles



Relations: text “explosion”

1 paragraph

2 versions

4 glosses
(2 on each MS)



Relations visualization: Sahle / Kiss (given in print)

● If the main functionality is visualization only...
● ...is it worth it to encode so much “fractal” information (time/resources)?

● It depends on how much each area of textual studies is willing to 
invest on

● Versions (“plural” texts)
● Documents

● Digital philology
● Papyrolology
● Epigraphy
● (Some) medieval philology
● Genetic editions
● Lachmannian philology



Isotopies
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Belgae

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   Galli Galli

Belgae  Isotopy

Aquitani
2nd added value:
Isotopies

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Aquitani
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Belgae

Syntagmatic

     Paradigm
atic

     
   Galli Galli

Belgae  Isotopy

Aquitani
2nd added value:
Isotopies

unam incolunt Belgae, aliam Aquitani

Aquitani

“Un ensemble redondant de 
catégories sémantiques”
(A. J. Greimas, Du sens 1970)
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From entities to isotopies

“Un ensemble redondant de 
catégories sémantiques”
(A. J. Greimas, Du sens 1970)
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Isotopies: what do we do with them?



Isotopies linear visualization: from Entities

● Sahle/Kiss: “...given in print”?
● Trivial information (agere → lemma ago;   Roma → place name)
● Meaningful information

● Print indices (index nominum etc.)



Isotopies linear visualization: from CharData

● String matching (on plain text) search cannot be given in print
● …but for it there is no need to annotate/mark up (identify Entities)
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Isotopies: the added value



The social dimension
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3rd added value:
The social dimension



Conclusion: the added value
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Conclusion: the added value
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